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Abstract:

Objectives: To analyze the evolution and impact of the Kurdish presence in northern Iraq since 1921 as a key

geopolitical factor, and to understand how it has shaped Iraq's internal power balances and regional relations.

Methodology: The analysis relied on a historical-analytical approach, through:

1.

Analysis of constant factors: The strategic border geographic location (with Turkey, Iran, and Syria) and

natural resources (oil).

Analysis of dynamic factors: The evolution of Kurdish national-cultural identity and its transformation

into political and military demands.

Tracing interaction between levels: The interplay between the internal factor (Baghdad-Kurdish conflict)

and the regional/international factor (exploitation of the issue as a pressure card).
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4. Monitoring qualitative shifts: Studying the impact of pivotal events (such as the establishment of the no-

fly zone in 1991 and the 2003 Iraq invasion) in changing the reality of the Kurdish entity and its influence.
Results:

1. Northern Iraq transformed into a persistent arena of conflict between the central government in Baghdad

and Kurdish movements demanding autonomy.

2. Regional and international powers used the Kurdish issue as a pressure card to advance their interests,

further complicating the situation.

3. The imposition of the no-fly zone after 1991 led to the emergence of a semi-independent Kurdish entity

with its own institutions.

4. By 2003, the Kurds had gained increasing political and geographic weight, significantly influencing the

shaping of Iraq’s future and regional dynamics.

Conclusion: The Kurdish presence in northern Iraq constitutes a persistent and evolving geopolitical pivot,
determined by internal factors (identity, resources) and external factors (conflict, regional support). This
presence evolved from a movement making demands to a semi-independent actor and then to an influential
force in the Iragi and regional equation, making it a critical factor in the stability of the region and its power
balances.

Keywords: Kurdish presence, northern Iraq, geopolitical factor, self-rule, Kurdish issue, no-fly zone, regional

power balances.
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