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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the dialectical relationship between media and public opinion and its repercussions
on American policy during the Vietnam War from 1955 to 1975.Adopting a socio-historical perspective, it
examines how American society received and historically interacted with media content throughout the war.
The study also focuses on the historical evolution of media and its impact on the political stances of U.S.

presidents.

The research traces key historical events of the war's outbreak and development, documenting media's
transformation from a machinery supporting the war to one opposing it. This media stance ultimately
contributed to a historic shift in the American position, with influential media campaigns across television,
radio, and various press outlets creating substantial pressure on American decision-makers. This pressure
emerged from the growing discrepancy between official narratives and media reports, leading public trust to
shift from government accounts to media coverage that exposed contradictions between reality and official

statements.

Despite the media's significant historical role, the U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam resulted from multiple factors,
primarily strategic military and political failures, coupled with the fierce resistance of the Vietnamese people
that increased American casualties. The media’s critical analytical role subsequently influenced public opinion

and accelerated protest movements.

Keywords: Vietnam War, Media, Public Opinion, American Politics, Pentagon Papers.
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