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Abstract:

This research presents a comparative study of the methodologies of the two scholars, Ibn Majah and al-
Wagqidi, in their respective works, al-Sunan and al-Maghazi, through an applied examination of selected
examples from their transmitted reports. It aims to identify the areas of agreement and difference in their
approaches to historical and hadith reports, to clarify the scholarly foundations upon which each author
relied in collecting, organizing, contextualizing, and presenting reports, and to examine their attention to
chains of transmission (isnads) and texts (muttin), as well as the differences in the nature of the scholarly
material addressed by each author.

The study demonstrates that differences in scholarly purpose and the nature of the two works had a clear
influence on the methodologies adopted by the two scholars. Ibn Majah’s al-Sunan belongs to the genre of
hadith collections; consequently, it is primarily characterized by the compilation of hadiths and their
arrangement according to chapters and subjects, together with the inclusion of chains of transmission and
attention to the status of reports in accordance with the principles established by hadith critics. In contrast,
al-Wagqid1’s al-Maghazi is predominantly historical and biographical in character. It focuses on collecting
accounts of military expeditions, campaigns, and events of the Prophet’s life within their chronological and
detailed contexts, with notable attention to the names of individuals, locations, events, and circumstances,
as well as the multiple transmission routes of reports

The study also demonstrates that a comparison between the two works should not be based upon a single
methodological standard, given the different scholarly disciplines to which they belong. Rather,
consideration should be given to the purpose of each work, its methodological tools, sources, and the
author’s approach to constructing and presenting its scholarly material. The applied examples reveal areas
of convergence between the two works in relation to certain reports and events; however, the manner in
which these reports are employed and presented varies according to the purpose for which each report is
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cited. This highlights the importance of studying the methodologies of hadith scholars and historians
independently before comparing them in light of the distinctive nature and critical principles of each
discipline.

The research concludes that examining the methodologies of Ibn Majah and al-Wagqidi reveals an important
aspect of the development of scholarly writing in the Islamic intellectual tradition, particularly during a
period in which hadith material intersected with historical and sirah literature. It further demonstrates that
the scholarly value of their reports can be enhanced by combining isnad analysis, textual criticism, and
contextual analysis, rather than relying solely on an isolated judgment of a report without considering the
author’s purpose and the nature of the work in which it appears.

Keywords: Ibn Majah, al-Wagqidi, al-Sunan, al-Maghazi, Hadith Methodology, Historical Methodology,
Narration, Chains of Transmission (Isnads), Texts (Mutiin), Prophetic Biography (Sirah).
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