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Abstract:

Protected areas are among the most significant "institutions” established by governments for conservation
purposes. Today, most national governments are committed to achieving conservation and sustainable
development goals, and many rely heavily on protected areas. These locations are designed to provide a
representative sampling of all major ecosystems, habitats, and landscapes worldwide. This study aims to assess
the evolution of adaptive Governance toward sustainability challenges in the Bura Biosphere Reserve over
time using the DPSIR framework and to identify the key factors that affect the Governance adaptability in
response to sustainability challenges in the protected area over three phases (2002—-2005, 2006-2010, 2011
2024). This study is based on a qualitative approach applying the case study method as a methodological
framework to assess the temporal changes of adaptive governance occurring within the Bura Biosphere
Reserve (BR). Data were collected through semi-structured interviews with key stakeholders to capture rich,
contextual insights. The focus on the Bura BR is examined using the DPSIR framework, which is specifically
designed to provide a deep and nuanced understanding of its environmental, social, and institutional context.
The study reveals that governance adaptability hinges on community influence, economic stability,
institutional-community collaboration, and conflict-sensitive strategies. Economic incentives, such as tourism
revenue, enabled partial conservation progress (2006-2010), but unmanaged tourism pressures and climate
change introduced new vulnerabilities, while post-2011 conflict eroded governance capacity, necessitating
grassroots resilience initiatives. The findings underscore that protected area sustainability requires dynamic
frameworks balancing ecological preservation with socio-political realities, particularly in crisis-prone regions.

Keywords: Adaptive Governance; Bura; Biosphere reserve; Sustainability.
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