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Abstract:

This study examines the historical and legal development of the ownership and governance of Suez Canal from
its nationalization in 1956 until the end of President Anwar Sadat’s era in 1981, presenting it as a model for
managing a shared strategic resource of an international nature. The study explores the dual challenge faced by
the Egyptian state following the nationalization decision: first, the legal challenge of affirming national
sovereignty in response to international interpretations of the Convention of Constantinople; and second, the
administrative and technical challenge of ensuring the continued operation of the maritime facility through newly
formed national expertise amid the withdrawal of foreign personnel and mounting military and economic
pressures.

The research analyzes the mechanisms of transition from the administration of the foreign company to the
establishment of a national Egyptian authority, highlighting the legal foundation that distinguished between
ownership of the nationalized company and the international status of the waterway. This distinction preserved
freedom of navigation while consolidating Egyptian sovereignty. The study further traces the phases of crisis
management during the Tripartite Aggression, the years of forced closure following the 1967 War, and the
subsequent reopening and restructuring of the legal and administrative framework after the peace treaty.

The study concludes that the post-nationalization governance model of the Canal constituted a pioneering
experience in the management of shared strategic resources, demonstrating the Egyptian state's ability to employ
international legal principles and public administration tools to achieve a precise balance between sovereign rights
and the requirements of the global maritime system.

Keywords: Suez Canal; Nationalization; Sovereignty over Natural Resources; Strategic Resource
Governance.
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