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Abstract:

This study examines the relationship between psychological abnormalities and criminal liability, focusing on their
effect on the establishment or negation of criminal responsibility. The research analyzes the legal and
psychological foundations governing such conditions and reviews comparative legislative approaches,
jurisprudence, and judicial applications. The study aims to clarify the extent to which psychological disorders
affect cognition and free will as essential elements of criminal responsibility, and to distinguish between mental
illness, psychological disturbance, and behavioral deviation. It further addresses the role of forensic psychiatric
expertise in assessing the offender’s mental state and its impact on determining whether punishment or preventive
measures should apply. Adopting an analytical and comparative methodology, the study concludes that
psychological disorders do not automatically eliminate criminal responsibility unless they substantially impair or
eliminate awareness or volition at the time of committing the offense. The research recommends establishing
clearer standards for evaluating criminal responsibility based on psychiatric assessments and strengthening
cooperation between judicial authorities and mental health experts to ensure balanced criminal justice.

Keywords Criminal Responsibility, Psychological Disorders, Cognition and Free Will, Diminished
Responsibility.
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