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Abstract:

This study examines the concept of State responsibility in the context of supporting terrorist organizations, as one
of the most complex contemporary issues in public international law, due to the overlap between traditional legal
principles and the requirements of maintaining international peace and security. The research is grounded in the
notion of responsibility as a legal and moral entitlement to blame and punishment when international obligations
are violated, highlighting the philosophical and legal debate surrounding the attribution of wrongful acts,
particularly in light of the problem of free will and causal determinism, and its application to State conduct.

The study focuses on the standards for attributing the acts of non-state armed groups to States, through an analysis
of the jurisprudence of the International Court of Justice and international criminal tribunals, especially the
ongoing controversy between the “effective control” test and the “overall control” test, and the impact of this
divergence on determining the existence of State responsibility for supporting or directing terrorist organizations.
It also reviews the doctrinal and judicial foundations of the concept of international responsibility, tracing its
evolution from a traditional notion based on absolute sovereignty to an integrated legal regime imposing
obligations on States to repair damage and bear legal consequences.

The study concludes that State responsibility for supporting terrorist organizations constitutes a natural extension
of the general principle of international responsibility; however, its establishment continues to face legal and
practical gaps, particularly those related to proving the required degree of control and the complexity of indirect
conduct. This necessitates the development of clearer and more effective standards to ensure State accountability
and the protection of the international legal order.

Keywords: State Responsibility, Terrorist Organizations, Public International Law, Effective Control, Overall
Control, Attribution of Acts, International Court of Justice, International Criminal Tribunals, International Peace
and Security.
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