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Abstract:

This research addresses the issue of legal and financial oversight of the public budget as one of the fundamental
pillars for ensuring sound management of public funds and for achieving the principles of transparency,
accountability, and parliamentary democracy. The study traces the historical development of the concept of the
budget and oversight over it since its emergence in Western countries, particularly in Britain and France, up to
its contemporary form within modern political and financial systems. It also highlights the importance of budget
oversight as a primary means of protecting state revenues and assets, ensuring state continuity, promoting
economic and social development, and reducing waste in public funds.

The research focuses on the evolution of financial oversight from a merely formal accounting control to a
comprehensive system encompassing legality, efficiency, and economic feasibility, while clarifying the role of
various oversight bodies, especially parliamentary oversight and supreme audit institutions. It further examines
the types of financial oversight over the budget according to the timing criterion (prior, concurrent, and
subsequent), the subject of oversight, and the authority exercising it, outlining the advantages and limitations
of each type. The study adopts a comparative methodology by examining models of supreme financial oversight
in France, Britain, and Lebanon, alongside a critical analysis of the legal framework governing them, with the
aim of emphasizing the importance of coordination among oversight bodies and enhancing their effectiveness
in safeguarding public funds and achieving sound financial governance.

Keywords: Financial oversight; Public budget; Parliamentary oversight; Public funds; Supreme audit
institutions.
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