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Abstract:

This study examines attacks against civilian objects in the State of Palestine through a case study of the Youth
Village, considered a protected civilian object under International Humanitarian Law (IHL). The research aims
to analyse the international legal framework governing the protection of civilian objects and assess its
applicability to the Youth Village, which has been subjected to repeated acts of vandalism, theft, gunfire, access
restrictions, and limitations on civilian activities.

The study adopts a legal analytical approach combined with a descriptive case-study methodology, linking
international legal norms to documented facts on the ground while maintaining academic neutrality. The
research concludes that the attacks against the Youth Village constitute clear violations of the principle of
distinction and the prohibition of attacks against civilian objects under IHL, and may amount, in certain
instances, to serious violations giving rise to international responsibility. The study further recommends
strengthening international accountability mechanisms and enhancing the documentation of violations against
civilian objects in the Palestinian context.

Keywords: Civilian Objects, International Humanitarian Law, Military Occupation, Principle of Distinction,
Youth Village, State of Palestine.
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