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Abstract:

This study examines the historical, humanitarian, and community life of the late Haj Hamdi Ibrahim Harzallah,
“Abu Majid,” as a model of a Palestinian community leader who was able to transform harsh life experiences into
a lasting educational, humanitarian, social, health, and national legacy. The study aims to identify the major
milestones of his life, from his birth and upbringing in Beersheba, through the experience of the Nakba and
displacement in 1948, to his life in Gaza.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical historical approach, drawing on oral narratives, personal interviews,
historical documents, and written sources, particularly the old official documents preserved by the late Haj Hamdi
Harzallah, which document the Harzallah family’s ownership in Beersheba. The study also draws on the book
The Harzallah Family: History and Present — The Muhammad Issa Branch: A Historical Study.

The study concludes that the late Haj Hamdi Harzallah represents a multidimensional model of community
leadership. He left a clear legacy in the social, humanitarian, health, national, and educational fields, contributing
to the service of the poor and needy, reform committees, and charitable institutions. His name was also associated
with humanitarian, health, and religious initiatives, most notably supporting and equipping a dialysis unit at Al-
Shifa Medical Complex, in addition to constructing mosques and establishing Qur’an memorization centers.

The study emphasizes that a leader’s legacy does not end with his death; rather, it continues through the values,
practices, and institutions that he leaves behind. The life story of the late Haj Hamdi Harzallah provides a model
that can be utilized in the study of community leadership, leadership education, and the Palestinian historical
memory.

The study recommends teaching his life story to future generations, particularly members of the Harzallah family,
in order to instill these values, principles, and interests in them and build a generation that inherits the meaning
of humanity and sincere commitment to religion, homeland, and family.

Keywords: Legacy, the late Haj Hamdi Ibrahim Harzallah, Community Leadership.
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