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Abstract:

This study examines the representations of dreams and nightmares as a deliberate narrative technique in the
contemporary lraqi short story, through selected works by Anmar Rahmatullah, Diyaa Jubaili, Maytham al-
Khazraji, Aziz al-Shabani, and Muhammad al-Karim. It proceeds from the premise that the dream is an irrational
space that lays bare the repressed and interprets a distressed reality through a suggestive symbolic language. The
texts are read analytically and interpretively, linking the dream structure to its referents: political oppression,
familial and social violence, the devastation of war, and the alienation of the self with the loss of will and identity.
The study shows that the Iraqi short-story writer turns the nightmare into an objective correlative of present-day
life, and interpretation into the sole gateway to decoding it, so that the dream becomes an artistic mask voicing
what direct discourse fails to say.

Keywords: Dreams; Nightmares; The lIraqi short story; The absurd (irrational) narrative; Interpretation
(hermeneutics); Symbolism; Metamorphosis and transformation; The distressed reality.
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