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Abstract:

This study aims to determine the distribution of blood types and Rhesus (Rh) factors among children with autism
spectrum disorder (ASD) and healthy children, and to examine the relationship between them. The researcher
employed a comparative methodology suited to the nature of the study. The sample comprised children with ASD
and healthy children from schools and centers in central Erbil. A total of 140 children participated—70 with ASD
and 70 healthy controls—aged between 6 and 12 years. Statistical tools, including frequency and percentage
analysis, the Chi-square test, and Fisher's test, were used to analyze the data. The results indicated that blood type
O+ was the most common in both groups and that the Rh-positive factor was predominant. While the Chi-square
test suggested a difference between the groups, Fisher's test did not confirm this, and no association was observed
between the Rh factor and ASD; the overall distribution between the two groups was similar. Finally, the
researcher offered several recommendations based on the findings.

Keywords: Blood types, Rh factor, children with autism spectrum disorder and healthy children.
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