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Abstract:

This study has examined the phenomenon of blinding as apunitive practice by investigating its underlying causes
and historical consequences. The findings demonstrate that the practice was primarily driven by political
considerations, particularly the recurrent struggles over succession and political authority during various phases
of the Abbasid Caliphate. Its prevalence became especially pronounced during periods characterized by the
increasing influence of military elites and ruling dynasties, most notably the Turkish commanders, the Buyids,
and the Seljuks.

The research sought to define the concept of saml from both linguistic and terminological perspectives, trace its
origins in medieval civilizations, particularly the Roman and Byzantine Empires, and examine its evolution within
the Islamic world, with special emphasis on the Abbasid period. Furthermore, it explored the motivations behind
the use of blinding as a political instrument employed to remove caliphs, viziers, princes, and other prominent
state officials from positions of power without resorting to execution, thereby permanently disqualifying them
from exercising political authority.

The study also identified the principal factors that contributed to the widespread adoption of this practice,
concluding that political motives constituted the most significant driving force. Blinding functioned as an
effective means of neutralizing political rivals while preserving their lives, thus preventing them from asserting
legitimate claims to leadership or participation in governance. To achieve these objectives, the research relied on
primary historical sources that documented these events and provided the basis for their critical interpretation and
analysis through the historical-analytical method.

Finally, the study assessed the consequences of this phenomenon, revealing its profound impact on the political
and institutional stability of the Abbasid Caliphate. Among its most significant repercussions were the erosion of
the prestige and authority of the caliphate, the consolidation of power by influential military leaders, and the
intensification of political rivalry between Turkish and Buyid factions within the Abbasid court. Moreover, the
practice left enduring personal and political consequences for the blinded caliphs, princes, viziers, and other
officials, ultimately contributing to the weakening of the institutions of the Abbasid state and undermining its
long-term stability.

Keywords: Eye-gouging, Abbasid Era, Punishments, Political Conflicts, Abbasid Caliphate.
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