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Abstract:

This research examines the balance between the sovereignty of coastal states and the freedom of transit passage
in international straits. It does so by studying the legal framework of the transit passage regime in light of the
1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The research explores the concept of transit
passage, distinguishing it from innocent passage, and the rights and obligations it entails for coastal states, vessels,
and aircraft.

Furthermore, it compares the legal framework and practical application of transit passage in the Straits of Hormuz
and Bab el-Mandeb, highlighting points of agreement and disagreement. It also examines the impact of their
unique geographical and geostrategic characteristics on the security and safety of maritime navigation. The
research concludes by proposing mechanisms to promote the uniform application of transit passage rules, thereby
achieving a balance between the sovereign and security interests of coastal states and the requirements for the
continued freedom of international navigation.

Keywords: Transit passage, sovereignty of coastal states, international straits, Straits of Hormuz and Bab el-
Mandeb, maritime security, 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
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