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Forensic laboratories in Palestine in light of Decree-Law No. (5) of 2026 concerning the forensic laboratory:
An analytical study of the legal and technical dimensions and their impact on developing the criminal
evidence system and achieving criminal justice
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Abstract:

The modern criminal justice system in Palestine is based on and relies on scientific forensic evidence obtained
through legal and scientifically sound methods. Investigations in criminal cases no longer depend solely on
confessions and testimonies, but now rely heavily on all types of scientific forensic evidence obtained from
Palestinian forensic laboratories. At the beginning of this year, the President of the State of Palestine issued
Decree-Law No. (5) of 2026 concerning the forensic laboratory. The direct objective of this decree was to
regulate the work of the Palestinian forensic laboratory, define its competencies and powers, and establish
mechanisms for managing forensic evidence, its constituent departments, and the process for accrediting
forensic experts within it.

Therefore, this academic research aims to study and analyze the legal and technical dimensions of this decree-
law. The research problem is summarized in the main question: "What is the legal framework for the Palestinian
forensic laboratory in light of Decree-Law No. (5) of 2026?" The importance of this study lies in its shedding
light on the Palestinian forensic laboratory and demonstrating its impact on strengthening Palestinian criminal
justice by improving the quality of forensic evidence and ensuring the integrity of the technical and legal
procedures related to collecting, examining, and analyzing evidence. We will also address the challenges facing
the work of Palestinian forensic laboratories and the means to develop them in accordance with international
standards.
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The study reached a set of results and recommendations, and among the most important results are the
following: Decision Law No. (5) of 2026 represents a qualitative leap in organizing the work of the Palestinian
forensic laboratory in all aspects, and it is considered the first integrated legal framework and will enhance the
efficiency of Palestinian forensic laboratories and the reliability of their results and technical reports. However,
there are challenges facing the work of Palestinian forensic laboratories that require continuous treatment.

Key recommendations include: the need to develop legislation related to forensic evidence and forensic
laboratories to keep pace with rapid scientific and technological advancements in fields such as digital evidence
and cybercrime, DNA fingerprinting and genetic databases, and the use of artificial intelligence in forensic
analysis; the need to overcome a range of challenges facing the work of Palestinian forensic laboratories; the need
to strengthen cooperation with Arab and international forensic laboratories; and the need to enhance institutional
integration by developing coordination and cooperation mechanisms between the Central Forensic Laboratory,
the police, the Public Prosecution, and the courts to ensure the rapid exchange of information and the efficient
and effective handling of cases.

Keywords: Forensic laboratory, criminal evidence, criminal justice, Palestine.
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