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Abstract:

This study examines the strange and uncommon lexical items in Al-Lamiyyah of the Arabs, attributed to al-
Shanfara. The poem is considered one of the most prominent examples of pre-Islamic poetry reflecting the lived
experience of the Su‘lak (outlaw-poets), characterized by hardship, nomadic movement, hunger, and constant
struggle against both society and the harsh desert environment.

The research focuses on classifying these rare lexical items into semantic fields to clarify their linguistic meanings
and their relationship to the poetic context and the poet’s psychological and social experience. The study reveals
that the poem is rich in unusual vocabulary that vividly reflects the desert environment, including terms related
to food and drink that express hunger and deprivation, animal-related vocabulary that illustrates the poet’s
interaction with nature and his use of zoomorphic imagery, and words describing the land and desert that
emphasize vastness, isolation, and harshness.It also includes terms related to water resources, which represent a
vital element of survival in the desert, as well as vocabulary referring to parts of the human body, which highlight
physical suffering and endurance. Furthermore, the poem contains lexical items connected to clothing, weapons,
and moral qualities, all of which contribute to the construction of the poet’s identity as a strong, resilient, and
rebellious figure.The analysis shows that these lexical items are not merely linguistic units but artistic tools that
shape vivid poetic imagery and express the lived experience of al-Shanfara. They reflect the richness of the pre-
Islamic Arabic lexicon and its close connection to the natural environment.

Keywords: al-Shanfara, Al-Lamiyyah of the Arabs, Su‘ltk poetry, strange vocabulary, semantic analysis.
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