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Abstract:

This study aims to elucidate the portrayal of Abu Nuwas's character as presented in the tales of "One Thousand
and One Nights" and to conduct a comparative analysis demonstrating the extent to which it aligns with his
historical persona in the anecdotes compiled by Abu Haffan al-Mihzami. The research problem arises from the
mythical yet limited presence of Abu Nuwas in the Nights, alongside his close association with the gatherings
and adventures of Caliph Harun al-Rashid, which necessitates an in-depth investigation into the hidden motives
behind this presence. To achieve its objectives, the study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to trace and
monitor Abu Nuwas's tales within the Nights, subsequently comparing them with al-Mihzami's compilation.

The research concludes with several key findings, most notably: Abu Nuwas is a realistic character employed in
a limited number of tales to embody his life philosophy, reflecting his desires for musical gatherings, extreme
debauchery, and his preference for young men. The comparative analysis reveals a clear correspondence in his
traits of quick wit, intelligence, and cunning strategies to achieve his hedonistic goals; he appeared disguised in
the Nights as a dervish or a merchant, which intersects directly with historical accounts of him adopting the
persona of a porter for similar purposes. Furthermore, the study proves that the poet's widespread fame for wine
consumption and reveling in gatherings of amusement led to the insertion of fabricated tales about him in certain
later editions of the Nights, imitating the original versions to depict further deviance and libertinism.

Keywords: Abu Nuwas, One Thousand and One Nights, Akhbar Abu Nuwas, Abu Haffan al-Mihzami, Harun
al-Rashid, Libertine poetry, Descriptive-analytical approach.
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