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Abstract:

This study examines the problematic relationship between political development and the stability of the political
system in Lebanon. It does so through a theoretical and empirical analysis of the concept of political development
and the manifestations of political underdevelopment in Third World countries, then applies this analysis to the
Lebanese case as a problematic model. The study demonstrates that political development, despite its importance
in building modern political systems and promoting stability, has failed to fulfill this role in Lebanon due to
deeply entrenched structural factors, most notably political sectarianism, the power-sharing system based on
quotas, and the weakness of political institutions.

The study also shows that political elites have played a central role in perpetuating the crisis by resisting
institutional reforms and employing sectarian rhetoric, amidst external interventions that have deepened internal
divisions and weakened sovereign decision-making. This has resulted in a multifaceted crisis of legitimacy
affecting performance, institutions, and political representation, leading to a decline in public trust in the state and
an escalation of political and economic crises. The study concludes that the failure of political development in
Lebanon has made political stability fragile and temporary, and that overcoming this reality requires
comprehensive structural reforms that restore respect for citizenship and the rule of law, and establish a political
development path capable of achieving sustainable stability

Keywords: Political Development, Political Stability, Lebanese Sectarian System, Third World Countries.
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