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Abstract:

This study examines the crime of human trafficking in Iragi legislation and comparative laws, as one of the most
serious forms of transnational organized crime, due to its direct violation of fundamental human rights,
particularly freedom and human dignity. The study shows that this crime is based on multiple acts, including
recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring, and receipt of persons, carried out through unlawful means such
as coercion, threat, deception, or abuse of vulnerability, for the purpose of exploitation in its various forms,
including sexual exploitation, forced labour, servitude, or other forms of exploitation.

The study further finds that international developments in addressing this crime are reflected in the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime of 2000 and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children, as well as comparative national legislations that
criminalize this phenomenon and establish mechanisms to combat it. In contrast, Iragi legislation, despite the
important step of enacting the Anti-Human Trafficking Law No. 28 of 2012, still requires further development in
terms of legal precision and strengthening practical enforcement mechanisms.

The study also demonstrates that the crime of human trafficking is characterized by difficulties of proof, secrecy,
and organizational complexity, in addition to its transnational nature, which poses significant challenges for
judicial and security authorities. It further reveals that the protection of victims and witnesses still requires
strengthening through expanding legal safeguards, compensation mechanisms, and rehabilitation measures in line
with relevant international standards.

Accordingly, the study concludes that Iragi criminal policy in this field needs further development through
strengthening legal provisions, enhancing international cooperation, and improving investigation and evidence-
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gathering tools, in order to ensure a more effective response to this crime and to mitigate its impact on individuals
and society.

Keywords: Human Trafficking, Organized Crime, Exploitation, Criminal Law, Iraqi Legislation, Transnational
Crime, Victim Protection, Burden of Proof, Criminal Policy.
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(3%) The International Law of Human Trafficking Anne T. Gallagher, The International Law of Human Trafficking,
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2010, pp. 29-56.
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(36) — Sex Trafficking: Inside the Business of Modern Slavery Siddharth Kara, Sex Trafficking: Inside the Business of

Modern Slavery, Columbia University Press, New York, 2009, pp. 5-33
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