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Abstract:

This study is situated within contemporary historical and political discourse to critically analyze the geopolitical
and socio-structural impacts of minorities in North Africa on their host states. The core research problem
examines the fine line between the role of these diverse communities as a source of enrichment for collective
national identity or as a driver of sovereign vulnerabilities affecting territorial unity. To achieve its objectives, the
research employs an analytical-inductive methodology. The first section traces the historical and contemporary
trajectories of minorities through both an ethnic lens (such as the Amazigh, Tuareg, and Nubians) and a religious
one (such as Copts, Christians, and Jews), with specific emphasis on modern displacement-induced minorities,
namely Syrian refugees. The second section evaluates the immediate ramifications of this diversity on political
stability, developmental paths, and national cohesion. The study tests the hypothesis that political frameworks
grounded in inclusive citizenship and institutional equity fortify societal resilience, whereas policies of systematic
marginalization and exclusion ignite sub-national loyalties and separatist tendencies. The findings reveal that the
minority issue functions as a double-edged sword, serving either as a civilizational asset or a geopolitical risk,
depending entirely on state governance. The study concludes with a strong recommendation for crafting
comprehensive national strategies based on equal citizenship to effectively transform demographic diversity into
a cornerstone of state power and national integration.

Keywords: Minorities, North Africa, Political Stability, Inclusive Citizenship, Cultural Diversity, National
Identity.
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