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Abstract:

This study examines the concept of the public budget through an analysis of the legal, political, and economic
framework upon which it is based. It demonstrates that the concept of the budget varies according to the prevailing
system and the state’s philosophy in managing public revenues and expenditures. The study also reviews the
various definitions of the budget in comparative legislations, particularly in France and Lebanon, highlighting the
fundamental characteristics of the budget, namely estimation, authorization, and annuality, in addition to its
connection with the state’s economic and financial balance. Furthermore, the study discusses the relationship
between the budget, public accounting, and national accounting, clarifying the role of each in shaping economic
and financial policy and ensuring control over public revenues and expenditures. The research also addresses the
characteristics of the budget as a tool for financing public expenditures and distributing tax burdens in accordance
with the principles of social and tax justice. In addition, the study examines the procedures for approving the
budget and the role of the legislative authority and financial committees in discussing and voting on it, with
reference to the Lebanese and French experiences in this field. The study concludes by emphasizing the
importance of the budget as a fundamental instrument for achieving economic balance and promoting social
justice through the proper distribution of public resources and burdens.

Keywords: Public Budget, Public Accounting, Tax Justice, Legislative Authority.
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