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Abstract:

This study examined the conceptual transformations of the notions of the state and authority in political thought
from ancient times to the contemporary state, with a focus on the transition from absolute authority and material
power to the modern constitutional state based on the rule of law. The study also explored the evolution of
authority from direct coercion to symbolic domination and soft power within the framework of modern political
and intellectual transformations. Furthermore, it discussed the impact of globalization, the digital revolution, and
technological advancement on reshaping the functions and sovereignty of the state, alongside the emergence of
governance, transnational networks, and political technocracy. The study relied on the historical, descriptive-
analytical, and comparative approaches to analyze these transformations and anticipate the future of the modern
state. The study concluded that the contemporary state is not experiencing collapse, but rather a process of
restructuring its functions and mechanisms of authority in line with contemporary global transformations.

Keywords: Modern State, Political Authority, Globalization, Digital Governance.
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