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Abstract:

Morphology is considered one of the most important linguistic aspects related to the Arabic word because of its
role in forming lexical and grammatical patterns that enter into the syntactic structure to convey the intended
meaning. Morphology represents the starting point and the cornerstone for other linguistic levels, including
grammar and semantics, as well as their impact on the recipient. Early scholars devoted considerable attention to
explaining the semantic implications of various morphological changes, especially al-I‘1al and al-Ibdal. However,
some confusion arose among early scholars, including Al-Jurjani, regarding the distinction between these two
terms. This confusion dates back to Sibawayh, who allocated an independent section for them in his works on
grammar and morphology.

The significance of al-I'lal and al-Ibdal became increasingly evident from the fourth century AH onward, and
their study continued to develop until Al-Jurjani authored his book Al-Miftah fi al-Sarf. Although the book was
somewhat concise, it focused on the most important and common issues. Later, the field witnessed further
development in organization and classification during the era of Ibn ‘Asfuir, who authored Al-Mumti‘ al-Kabir,
considered one of the most significant references in Arabic morphology due to its excellent organization, detailed
treatment, and systematic classification. Its distinction also stems from Ibn “Asfir’s critical examination of earlier
morphological works and his comprehensive treatment of their issues and chapters.

Keywords: Al-I‘lal, Al-Ibdal, Al-Jurjani, Ibn ‘Asfir..
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