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Abstract:

The development of children’s picture books, starting from the use of decorative imagery in service of the text,
constitutes a central issue in the artistic and design experience of the Tunisian artist and designer Raouf Karray. This
study raises questions about visual relationships as a means of defining the act of illustration or visual narration.

In this context, Raouf Karray’s work stands out as a unique artistic case within the Tunisian and Arab creative scene,
where aesthetic dimensions intersect with symbolic depth, and decorative elements blend with narrative structure.
His illustrations for children's books form a rich field for analyzing the formal and semantic structure of the image.
The artist's illustrations go beyond a merely decorative function to form a space for cultural exchange, one that opens
onto multiple domains such as design, art, literature, and psychology. These illustrations are characterized by a
narrative quality emerging from linear compositions, color choices, and overall visual treatment granting them

expressive power that exceeds the role of simply accompanying the text.
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This prompts a central question: What position do children's book illustrations occupy today in the contemporary
field of multimedia intermediality?

From this point of view, the study addresses the uniqueness of the visual worlds conveyed by each illustration in
Raouf Karray’s work—through characters, settings, accessories, and landscapes—with the aim of uncovering their
aesthetic and narrative stakes, while analyzing the mechanisms of imagination and conceptualization employed by
the artist in the processes of design and creation.

The study seeks to explore the notions of plasticity and intericonicity as tools for visual storytelling and design
thinking in Raouf Karray’s children's books. It considers the evolution of picture book design through the lens of
decorative imagery employed to enrich youth-oriented narratives a key concern in Karray’s artistic practice. In his
approach, illustration is not merely a direct reflection of the text, but a tool for reinterpreting meaning and generating
a relatively autonomous visual discourse, which creates a dynamic interaction between the child and the text, and
between the child and reality.

By tracing the sources of inspiration that the artist draws from, comparing them, and analyzing their influence on
the modes of visual production in Tunisian children's book illustration, the study aims to build a theoretical
framework that reflects on the visual and semantic relationships in children’s illustrations tied to Tunisian collective
imagination and popular memory.

Through this, the study also seeks to deconstruct the visual and cultural sources that inform the designer’s work,
compare his stylistic approach with both local and global contexts, and analyze the extent of his influence on visual
production in Tunisia. This contributes to a deeper understanding of the role of illustration in shaping children's

visual culture.

Keywords: Visual clarification, Iconic interpenetration, Media interaction, Plastic flexibility, Popular collective
imagination
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