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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the degree of authoritarian leadership in public elementary schools in Palestine from
the perspectives of male and female teachers. It focuses on how centralized decision-making, restricted teacher
participation, and strict administrative control affect teacher motivation, satisfaction, and school climate. Using a
descriptive analytical method, data were gathered from a random sample of 150 teachers representing various
geographical regions. A structured questionnaire developed by the researchers covered six domains:
administrative decision-making, participation in planning, supervision, psychological environment,
communication, and the impact on motivation and performance. The findings indicate a moderate level of
authoritarianism (M = 2.41, 48.2%), with higher levels in supervision and decision-making. No statistically
significant differences were found based on gender, qualification, experience, or region. The study underscores
the prevalence of authoritarian practices and calls for adopting democratic, participatory leadership models in
Palestinian schools.

Keywords: Authoritarian leadership, public schools, Palestine, teacher perspectives, decision-making, school
climate.
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