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Abstract:

This study investigated the temporal narrative structure in the novel Zaynab by Muhammad Husayn Haykal,
based on the assumption that the use of time in the novel was neither spontaneous nor purely technical; rather, it
constituted an effective semantic element in constructing meaning and directing the narrative experience.

The study aimed to reveal how temporal techniques are employed in the narrative and their impact on the
development of characters and the direction of events within the plot, particularly temporal anachrony
(flashback and foreshadowing) and narrative duration (ellipsis, summary, descriptive pause, and scene), as
conscious mechanisms that contributed to shaping the trajectory of characters and regulating the narrative rhythm.

The results showed that although Haykal relied consciously on linear chronological sequence as a general
framework, he deliberately disrupted this sequence through flashbacks and foreshadowing that were used
systematically, adding psychological and semantic dimensions to the narrative. These techniques deepened
emotional tension and linked individual time with social time.

The study also revealed a balanced use of duration techniques, which enabled the narrative to shift between
acceleration and deceleration according to semantic requirements. This indicates an early awareness of the
temporal structure of narrative and invites a rereading of Zaynab not merely as a pioneering novel, but as a text
that establishes the beginnings of temporal consciousness in the modern Arabic novel.

Keywords: Zaynab Novel, Narrative Structure, Temporal Anachrony, Artistic Flashback, Foreshadowing,
Narrative Duration, Arabic Novel, Muhammad Husayn Haykal.
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