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Abstract:

The field of armed conflict is undergoing a radical transformation with the emergence of Lethal Autonomous
Weapons Systems (LAWS), capable of identifying targets and executing combat operations independently
without direct human intervention in the decision-making loop. This technological advancement raises profound
legal and ethical questions regarding the compatibility of such systems with the fundamental principles of
International Humanitarian Law (IHL). This study aims to analyze the impact of autonomous weapons on the
four cardinal principles of IHL: Humanity, Military Necessity, Distinction, and Proportionality, The methodology
relies on comparative critical analysis, examining the supporting arguments that view these systems as a potential
tool to enhance accuracy, objectivity, and reduce the influence of emotional factors, against the opposing
arguments that warn of their inability to comprehend the human context and make complex ethical assessments,
thereby threatening the principle of legal accountability.

The study concludes that the inherent nature of IHL, based on human values such as mercy, conscience, and
contextual judgment, makes the complete replacement of the human role in combat decisions extremely
dangerous. It emphasizes the urgent need for a strict international governance framework that ensures the
preservation of "meaningful human control” as a fundamental condition for any legitimate use of these
technologies on the battlefield, in order to safeguard the humanitarian spirit of the law governing armed conflicts.

Keywords: Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems (LAWS), International Humanitarian Law (IHL), Principle of
Humanity, Principle of Military Necessity, Principle of Distinction, Principle of Proportionality, Artificial
Intelligence (Al), Legal Accountability, Meaningful Human Control.
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